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(as in- Becket's time), and irresponsible to the civil power. was this to be altered ? For a Catholic to violate the s o£ the Church is a mortal sin, from which not even the
hop — 110 one but the^Pope— can release him.    Supposing,
n, the King to make it law that the clergy should "be subjected to the State courts, the execution of such a measure "would, o£ course, rest with native magistrates ; let them then enforce it against a priest, and then go to their confessor. Th.e priest cannot absolve them ; he has not the power : he cart do nothing without the Pope's assent. This exemplifies the admirable system of the Papacy as an instrument of power. .Accordingly, representations were made to the Pope - at that time Leo XII. — and, though he was considered strict in his adherence to the privileges of the Church, the Government managed to gain a continual dispensation for the Catholic magistrates here : and that thus the clergy are virtually subject to the State courts. This system of dispensations is in force in Austria.
There is another difficulty about the Bishop, who is under Archbishop of Palermo ; for which reason, and also as iming the suzeraiiiete of Malta, the King of Naples claims
appoint him. I believe this is not adjusted yet, though tliere is no dispute just now. The Maltese are a very industrious race — a contrast to the lonians. The most industrious servants at Corfu are Maltese. There was a plan some time since to relieve the place of its abundant population by sending them, there ; but, whether from the difference of religion or other cause, it did not answer. Malta increases by a tHcmsaiicl souls a year. It has the largest population on the smallest territory of any place in the world — above 100,000. Hir* John, Stodart said he had a plan for colonising them to ISFegropoiit. I suppose it would not do.
January 23.
"We are just out of quarantine. We shall be in. Malta teia clays. Do not tell people, of course ; but we had myste-:rioxis iiiglit visitants in the Lazaret, which have broken, my slight's rest, even worse than the sea, and have given me a colcl. We can account for them to a certain point, tout no fur-tiler, a characteristic of most such stories. My companions Tbotli distinctly heard steps in room 4 about two o'clock of the iiiglit of the 17th and 18th. They are perfectly, convinced 011 tlie point i -we are locked in. About the same time I dreamed
claimin to-.-.ioiiiT uas :;i»nf- <»uf fo ndju\t th«* h*'4al iiial «-t'«*!*".ia Jm-ti •.v.-.h-in. Sirtl. I*irhar<l.'.on went on with it uht*n IMT*- in !*'.?*• and Sir John Stodarf is j^oin^ on \vifh if now, H*" r* ititrotltirin^ trial hyjury,, whi<-h ni. Jir.-,t :'.i?^hf- is u proftlrn?.'if iral i(it|irovt'-incut, As Co Urn rlrr^y, thry W'crr triril tis i'oitrl^ <»!' thrirt he had left frc
